
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
 TOWN OF COVERT, SENECA COUNTY 

REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING 

October 8, 2018 
 

The regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Covert was held Monday, October 8, 2018 at 

7:00 p.m. at the Town of Covert Municipal Building, 8469 South Main Street, Interlaken, New York.                                             

Roll Call:  Supervisor Michael Reynolds Present 
 Councilman Deborah Nottke Present 
 Councilman Jeffrey Vann Present 
 Councilman Bill Bishop Present 
 Councilman Brayton Foster Present 
Others Present: Town Clerk Leslie Adams-Compton, Highway Superintendent Jeffrey MacCheyne, Town 

Attorney Patrick Morrell, Reporter Aneta Glover, Interlaken Mayor Rich Richardson and other interested 

citizens. 

 

Call to order: Supervisor Reynolds called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. All rose for the pledge of 

allegiance.   

 

Public Hearings : Nottke moved, seconded by Vann, to open the Public Hearing for the purpose of 
hearing comments on the 2019 Fire Protection Agreement between the Village of Interlaken, the Town 
of Ovid and the Town of Covert at 7:06 p.m. Nottke moved, seconded by Vann, to close the Public 
Hearing at 7:09. 
 
Bishop  moved, seconded by Nottke, to open the Public Hearing for the purpose of hearing comments 
on the 2019 Fire Protection Agreement  between the Village of Trumansburg and the Town of Covert at 
7:09 p.m.  Vann moved, seconded by Bishop, to close the Public Hearing at 7:10 p.m. 
 
Bishop moved, seconded by Nottke, to open the Public Hearing for the purpose of hearing comments on 
the 2019 Ambulance Agreement between the Village of Trumansburg and Town of Covert at 7:11 p.m.  
Nottke moved, seconded by Vann, to close the Public Hearing at 7:20 p.m. 
 
During Public Hearings, Barry Ford asked the costs of each agreement. Supervisor Reynolds answered 
that the Interlaken Fire Agreement asks $73,406.00, up 5%, the Trumansburg Fire Agreement asks 
$55,429.00, up 5.57% and the Trumansburg EMS Agreement asks $213,978.00, up 11.82%. Ford asked 
why EMS is so much money and when has the cost reached the threshold that the Town should have its 
own ambulance service. The Council answered that they have a million dollar budget due to 24 hour/7 
days-a-week service, salaries, equipment and its maintenance, overtime ($60,000- thus far). Bryan 
Snyder has resigned. They are looking into hiring a manager to cut costs. Foster shared that billing 
services are costly, but the qualified person for the job would need to be a responder with the right to 
look at medical records. There are many regulations to abide by. 
 
The process for the money disbursal regarding the Ambulance service was also discussed. The Town 
pays the full amount due for the EMS Agreement in February, the Town receives monthly payments 
back from Trumansburg EMS as they receive insurance payments, around $80,000.00 this year.  

Presenter: Tee-Ann Hunter, on the Town of Ithaca Town board and chair of Cayuga Lake Watershed, 
shared that CLW formed in the late 1990's and the intermunicipal organization (IO) has been largely 
funded by NYS Department of State. Their goal and mission was to advance the recommendations of the 
Watershed Management Plan. In 2017 they updated the Watershed Management Plan outlining the 
mission & priorities. The plan provides assessment and recommendations for restoring and protecting 
water quality. People were overwhelmed by the responsibility of caring for the lake & watershed. Most 
of the communities are small. The IO helps communities  to prioritize water quality projects, find project 



partners and access State funding . The IO received a grant to hire CNY Regional Development Planning 
Board to bring the  45 municipalities, 6 counties, professional staff and state agencies together to 
identify, plan and implement watershed improvement projects. Annual dues go toward their 50/50 
grant match for the upcoming 3 year project ,$124,000: $60,000 is received from the State, the rest 
from dues.  $900.00 annual dues is requested, but they are looking into changing fee structure. 

The IO has worked with the Cayuga Lake Watershed Network, and Community Science Institute who 
have been gathering information for years. They would like to see planning departments, soil & water 
departments & municipalities work together on prioritizing the watershed projects. Some watershed 
projects have been done, but they have not been coordinated. She would like to put together a Project 
Advisory Committee.  

Morrell shared that these community projects receive money from the State because they were part of 
an IO that has a Watershed Restoration and Protection Plan to be eligible to receive the State Bond Act 
money. Seneca County has not received this money in the past because they have not been involved in 
an IO. Seneca County Soil and Water and Finger Lakes Land Trust have access to other moneys for 
individuals. 

 
Approval of Minutes:  Vann moved, seconded by Nottke, to approve the minutes from September 10, 
2018. Aye-Vann, Aye-Foster, Aye-Nottke and Aye-Bishop. 
 

MacCheyne shared that there are six  40 year old crossover pipes that need replacing due to the 

flooding. Many flood related repairs were done. He met several times with SC Emergency Management.  

Damages were documented in photos.  He and Deb met with Municipal Disaster Consultant in Ovid. 

They recommend that the Town of Covert make a resolution for the Highway Department to enter into 

a contract with disaster consultants, not to exceed $3,500. They would help to write proposals and 

insure that all the filing would be done right for the maximum amount of available funds from FEMA. 

The consultants fee would be included in the proposal. They emphasized that documentation must be 

done accurately and correctly. It will be a long process. 

 

MacCheyne also shared that the 10-wheeler received $6,500- and the pick-up, $26,000- at auction. 

 

Vann asked if the Finger Lakes National Forest works with the Covert Highway Department. MacCheyne 

said he had spoken to them in the past and they were going to clean out the creeks that run off into 

Lodi-Covert Townline Rd. and Dunn Rd. which are flooded most of the time, but they haven't done 

anything yet. 

 

Nottke said that she attended the TC Health Consortium meeting at TC3. Information is available at the 

Town Clerk's Office. 

 

Supervisor Reynolds shared about the Flood meetings he and Jeff have attended. In each municipality 

the State was going to have people go door-to-door with ipads provided for documenting the damage. 

They need to find a secure location to collect contaminated flood debris. The DEC is working with 

people, providing dumpsters and drop-offs. 

 

The Town Board set the Budget Workshop for October 18th at 5:00 P.M. at the Town of Covert Municipal 

Building, 8469 South Main Street, Interlaken, N.Y. 

 

Petitioners:  Flagg asked the mechanism for flood relief; who collects the data, looks at it and does 

something about it. He is concerned about repairing the creek bed in a timely fashion. Richardson said 

his approach is proactive, bringing in contractors right away. MacCheyne reiterated that they are 

advising to not fix the damages too quickly, as there may be more damage showing up in the future. 



MacCheyne expressed how frustrating it was to go to the flood related meetings and that they all said 

something different. They felt that the DEC was responding quickly with permits. MacCheyne will be in 

touch with all the organizations involved. 

 

Barry Ford said that a friend was taking samples from Cayuga Lake 120 feet down and finding the 

harmful algae. He advises that the Town join the Cayuga Lake Watershed intermunicipal organization. 

 

Mayor Richardson mentioned that Seneca County Soil and Water helped secure the grant to put in the 

retention pond east of the Village for $240,000. 

  

 Ben Guthrie asked about the Trash Incinerator case. Morrell answered that it hasn’t been decided yet. 

 
Resolution # 5-18 

WHEREAS the Town of Covert Town Clerk and Tax Collector have been one in the same person 
when the office of the Tax collector was abolished on the term ending December 31, 1983, and  

WHEREAS the wage is currently the same for each position, and 

WHEREAS no clear division of time can be assessed in the performing of the duties of each 
position, now therefore be it  

RESOLVED that the wages of the Town Clerk: PERSONAL SERVICES A1410.1 and the wages 
of the Town Tax Collector: PERSONAL SERVICES A1330.1 be combined into one account, 
Town Clerk: PERSONAL SERVICES A1410.1, for the purposes of budgeting and accounting. 
Motion- Nottke, Seconded by Bishop, Aye-Vann, Aye-Foster, Aye-Nottke, Aye-Bishop 
 

Vann moved, seconded by Foster, to appoint Deborah Nottke as Town of Covert representative for  the 

Community Care Committee administering the Charity Care policy for the Trumansburg EMS. 

 
Foster moved, seconded by Vann, to appoint Supervisor Reynolds as director and Deborah Nottke as 

Alternate for the purpose of communication and administration of the Greater Tompkins County 

Municipal Health Insurance Consortium to the Town of Covert.  Aye-Vann, Aye-Nottke, Aye-Bishop and 

Aye-Foster. 

 

Foster moved, seconded by Nottke, to re-appoint Wil Millard to the Assessment Review Board for a 3 

year term, ending September 2021. Aye-Vann, Aye-Foster, Aye-Nottke, Aye-Bishop. 

 

Nottke moved, seconded by Vann, to approve the 2019 Fire Protection Agreement  between the Village 

of Trumansburg and the Town of Covert. Aye-Vann, Aye-Nottke, Aye-Bishop and Aye-Foster. 

 

Vann moved, seconded by Nottke, to approve the 2019 Ambulance Agreement between the Village of 

Trumansburg and Town of Covert.  Aye-Vann, Aye-Nottke, Aye-Bishop and Aye-Foster. 

 

Nottke moved, seconded by Foster, to approve the 2019 Fire Protection Agreement  between the Village 

of Interlaken, Town of Ovid and the Town of Covert. Aye-Vann, Aye-Foster, Aye-Nottke, Aye-Bishop. 

 

Nottke moved, seconded by Bishop, to approve the approach that Between the Lakes Flood Relief 2018 

is using for the process of distributing money to flood victims and the formation of a finance committee.  

Aye-Vann, Aye-Nottke, Aye-Bishop and Aye-Foster. 

  



Nottke moved, seconded by Foster, to approve the Supervisor's Income and Expenditure report for the 

month of September 2018. Aye-Vann, Aye-Nottke, Aye-Bishop and Aye-Foster. 

 

Foster moved, seconded by Bishop, to approve the Highway Superintendent’s report for the month of 

September 2018. Aye-Vann, Aye Nottke, Aye-Foster and Aye-Bishop. 

 

Vann moved, seconded by Foster, to approve the Town Clerk’s monthly report. The total revenue was 

$2,898.00 and $610.75 was remitted to the Supervisor for the month of September 2018. Aye-Vann, 

Aye-Bishop, Aye-Nottke and Aye-Foster. 

  

Vann moved, seconded by Nottke, to approve the Code Enforcement Officer's report for the month of 

September 2018. Aye-Vann, Aye-Foster, Aye-Nottke and Aye-Bishop. 

 

Nottke moved, seconded by Foster, to approve the Dog Control Officer's report for the month of 

September 2018. Aye-Vann, Aye-Foster, Aye-Nottke and Aye-Bishop. 

 

Vann moved, seconded by Bishop, that Highway Fund Vouchers #125-138 in the amount of $8,036.52   

and General Fund Vouchers #150-163 in the amount $8,967.17 be approved for payment. Aye-Foster, 

Aye-Nottke, Aye-Bishop and Aye-Vann. 

 

Vann moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 p.m.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Leslie Adams-Compton,  Town Clerk 


